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Commenting on the report, Professor David Tho-
mas, Professor of Geography, said: “Future migration 
issues and associations with environmental change 
are complex: it is not simply a story of ‘climate re-
fugees’. Rather, critical concerns include the millions 
who will be trapped in areas prone to growing envi-
ronmental risks, especially in low-income countries, 
and the movement of people towards areas where 
climate and environmental risks are going to grow in 
the next 50 years. Low-lying coastal zones, and the 
rapidly growing cities that they support, particularly 
in Asia and Africa, are particular issues policy makers 
should focus on.”

More information is available from the University of Oxford 
website: www.ox.ac.uk/media/news_stories/2011/111020c.
html and the full report can be downloaded from the Depart-
ment for Business Innovation and Skills website: www.bis.gov.
uk/foresight/migration 

climate science informing climate policy informing real-world 
decisions isn’t working. International negotiations and national 
policies are largely disconnected from actual decisions and only 
peripherally related to the risk of dangerous climate change. 
Claims that ‘the science dictates’ specific short-term targets 
have led to a predictable backlash against climate science itself. 
Part of the problem is that much of climate science addres-
ses issues that are remote from everyday concerns. Few non-
specialists care about emission scenarios beyond 2100 or the 
marginal skill of decadal forecasts.
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Millions will be ‘trapped’ in areas facing environmental risks 
– Government Foresight report based on advice from a six-
strong team of experts including Professor David Thomas

‘The People’s Planet: Reconnecting climate science, climate 
policy and reality’ - Professor Myles Allen Inaugural Lecture

The ‘Migration and Global Environmental Chan-
ge’ report published by the Government Office for 
Science’s Foresight project, and based on advice from 
a six-strong team of experts including Professor Da-
vid Thomas, has received extensive media coverage. 

The report examines how profound changes in en-
vironmental conditions such as flooding, drought 
and rising sea levels will influence and interact with 
patterns of global human migration over the next 
50 years - potentially resulting in millions becoming 
‘trapped’ in vulnerable areas. It warns that by focusing 
solely on migrants leaving vulnerable areas, we risk 
underestimating the challenges and neglecting those 
who remain. It also highlights the transformative role that mi-
gration can have in helping communities adapt to challenges 
raised by climate change. The report’s findings have implica-
tions for national and international policy makers working to 
avert costly humanitarian disasters in the future.

The ‘Migration and 
Global Environmental 
Change’ report

Professor Myles Allen, Professor of 
Geosystem Science at the School of 
Geography and the Environment and 
the Department of Physics, delivered 
his inaugural lecture at the Examina-
tion Schools on 24 November 2011. 

Professor Allen joins the School from the 
Department of Physics, Oxford, where he 
continues to lead the Climate Dynamics 
Group. He said, “The technocratic ideal of 

Professor Myles 
Allen

(Article continued on p.2)
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Professor Diana Liverman , Visiting 
Professor in Environmental Policy 
and Development, was among a small 
group of scientists, theologians and 
ethicists who met with the Dalai Lama 
and his advisors during a conference 
in Dharamsala, India, in October 2011.

Professor Liverman was one of 13 participants, 
including the Dalai Lama, who took part in 
the five-day conference, “Mind & Life XXIII: 
Ecology, Ethics, Interdependence”, that 
explored the interconnection between 

environmental change, ethics and individual choices. Together, the group considered 
human-caused environmental degradation and what the appropriate ethical and 
spiritual response should be to ensure planetary stewardship.

In her conversation with the Dalai Lama, Professor Liverman addressed several points, 
including the accelerated impact of human activities on Earth’s natural environment, 
the risk of crossing irreversible planetary thresholds concerning climate change, ocean 
acidification, as well as biodiversity and pollution-boundaries that, if crossed, could 
prove devastating to the planet’s natural systems that support life.
 
More information is available on the ECI website: www.eci.ox.ac.uk/news/
articles/111021dalailama.php and a video of the address is online via the Dalai Lama’s 
website:  http://dalailama.com/webcasts/post/210-ecology-ethics-and-interdependence-
--mind-and-life-xxiii

The School of Geography and the Environment’s four MSc programmes are to be part of the new 
Oxford 1+1 Programme which enables exceptional and motivated students to combine their MSc 
with the Oxford MBA. 

The MSc course provides students with the in depth understanding of the complex dynamic between environment, 
society and markets based on theory and empirical evidence. Students will then apply the knowledge they have 
gained to enhance their management skills on the MBA. There is growing evidence that this “depth + breadth” is 
what the world needs, and what employers seek. 

Successful candidates for the Oxford 1+1 Programme will need to meet the admissions requirements for one of the 
School’s MScs: MSc in Biodiversity, Conservation and Management; MSc in Environmental Change and Management; 

MSc in Nature, Society and Environmental Policy; or MSc in Water Science, Policy and Management, as well as the MBA programme and 
will be admitted separately to both. Final approval for the programme is expected from the University at the beginning of December.

Further information on the School’s MSc courses and information on how to apply is available from the International Graduate School 
webpages: www.geog.ox.ac.uk/graduate/  Please see the Saïd Business School website for more information on the Oxford 1+1 
Programme: www.sbs.ox.ac.uk/newsandevents/news/Pages/1+1.aspx  For further media coverage of the Oxford 1+1 Programme see 
the University website: www.ox.ac.uk/media/news_stories/2011/111115b.html and the Financial Times website: www.ft.com/cms/s/2/
cb68bc24-0afd-11e1-ae56-00144feabdc0.html 

School’s MSc courses to be part of new Oxford 1+1 MBA programme

Professor Diana Liverman meets with 
Dalai Lama to discuss ways in which 
human activities are changing the global 
environment

“People primarily care about whether 
and how much climate change is affecting 
them today. This is a question we can ans-
wer, but it requires a more quantitative 
understanding of the links between clima-
te and extreme weather. And the answer, 
a comprehensive global inventory of the 
impacts of anthropogenic climate change, 
might have far more impact than any cli-
mate treaty, since it opens the question 
of whether and how those adversely af-
fected should be compensated by those 
who benefit from the production and use 
of greenhouse gas precursors. I will exp-
lore how a comprehensive liability regime 
might provide a more chaotic, inefficient 
but ultimately more effective resolution of 
the climate issue than the straight-jacket 
of centrally-planned emission controls.” 

The lecture was followed by a panel dis-
cussion with Professor Robert Hahn, Di-
rector of Economics, SSEE, and former 
White House economic advisor on cap-
and-trade, David Hone, Senior Climate 
Change Adviser, Shell International, Pro-
fessor Sarah Whatmore, Professor of 
Environment and Public Policy, School of 
Geography and the Environment, Oxford, 
and Richard Black, Environment Corres-
pondent, BBC.

Professor Myles Allen 
Inaugural Lecture (cont’d)

Professor Diana Liverman talking to 
the Dalai Lama during the conference
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Scanning the rainforests with unique technology

ECI’s first commercial spin-out is an energy-saver 
for business

A new project co-led by Professor 
Yadv inder Malh i , Professor of 
Ecosystem Science, with the 
Carnegie Institution for Science 
and several other international 
partners, is making giant leaps in 
our understanding of tropical forest 
ecosystems. 

The pioneering project uses a specially 
designed aircraft which combines lidar 
and hyperspectrometer remote sensing 
technologies to map how forests are 

changing in response to land use pressure and climate change, 
and to monitor how ecosystems are adapting. The aircraft uses 
an array of lasers to create 3D images of the canopy structure 
including images of individual trees and a hyperspectral laser 
is able to measure the chemistry of individual leaves allowing 
scientists to assess the amount of carbon an individual tree can 
sequester. In the near future it is envisaged that they will be able 
to identify the species and quantify the growth rates of individual 

Professor Yadvinder 
Malhi

trees by just flying over an area of land, and thus be able to map 
tree diversity, biomass and growth at landscape scales.

The research project is taking place in the eastern slopes of the 
lowlands and Andes mountains of Peru. The diversity of these 
lowland forests is the highest found on earth, with approximately 
300 species of trees per hectare. A major part of the field 
campaign involved climbing up to the forest canopy and sampling 
the chemistry, anatomy and photosynthetic properties of leaves 
from 1900 trees in order to calibrate and evaluate the airborne 
sensors. 

“This technology has the potential to push ecology forward by 
at least ten years,” said Professor Malhi. “It is like having an MRI 
scan of the ecosystem and we are just beginning to work out 
the huge potential of the data.” 

More information and a film of the 2011 Joint Amazon Carnegie 
RAINFOR expedition is available from the Oxford Martin 
School website: www.oxfordmartin.ox.ac.uk/news/201110-news-
Yadvinder

The f i rst  sp in-out  from the 
Environmental Change Institute, 
Pilio Limited, provides a cost-
effective online tool enabling small 
and medium businesses to monitor 
and manage their energy usage. The 
tool could enable savings of up to 40 
per cent from energy bills.

Pilio’s online energy monitoring tool, 
sMeasure, was developed and piloted at 
the University’s Environmental Change 
Institute as part of a research project 
looking at ways of reducing energy 
demand and was funded by the UK Energy 
Research Centre. sMeasure has been 
available online for three years and in the 
last year was used by over 400 businesses 
to monitor their energy use. sMeasure works by combining two 
sets of data: gas and electricity meter readings provided by the 
customer and weather data to accurately assess a building’s 
energy efficiency. It requires no additional meters or devices.

Pilio has spent one year as part of the Isis 
Innovation Software Incubator and was 
supported by the ISIS managed Oxford 
University Challenge Seed Fund. Pilio’s 
UK clients include Greater Authority of 
London, Julie’s Bicycle, Ebico and Severn 
Wye Energy Agency. sMeasure is also 
expanding into the US market as part of 
the Innovator Pilot Project with Sierra 
Business Council supported by Pacific Gas 
and Electric, the largest utility company in 
the US. Over the next year, sMeasure aims 
to increase the number of UK and US 
SMEs it works with four-fold. Companies 
can visit the Pilio website and get a free 
30 day trial of sMeasure. No downloads 
or kit are necessary.

More information is available from the Pilio Limited website: 
http://www.pilio-ltd.com/ and the ECI website: www.eci.ox.ac.
uk/news/articles/111107pilio.php 

Dr Russell Layberry and Catherine Bottrill, co-
founders of Pilio, at the new company’s launch
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Dr Shonil Bhagwat, Course Director 
of the School’s MSc in Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Management, 
and Ashley Massey, DPhil candidate, 
together with researchers from the 
Biodiversity Institute, Oxford, are 
aiming to produce a global map of the 
land owned or revered by the world’s 
religions. 

Many of these sacred sites contain some 
of the richest biodiversity in the world, 
including some of the highest numbers of 
threatened species, but most receive no 
formal protection.The researchers hope 
this evidence-based assessment will be the 
first step in ensuring these biodiversity 
hotspots are fully protected by regional or 
national governments. The research builds 

In June 2011 the UK National Ecosystem Assessment 
(UKNEA) was published receiving extensive media 
coverage. 

The assessment attempted to calculate the true value of the 
UK’s natural environment in terms of the benefit it provides 
to society and continuing economic prosperity. It examined 
the processes that link human societies and their well-being 
with the environment and emphasised the role of ecosystems 
in providing services that bring well-being 
to people. Dr Pam Berry, Senior Research 
Fellow at the Environmental Change 
Institute, was responsible for the England 
chapter which synthesises the UKNEA 
findings at a country level. The chapter 
examined the status and trends in England 
in biodiversity, the eight Broad habitats and 
in ecosystem services, the drivers of change 
and their consequences, as well as the role 
of sustainable management to enhance 
ecosystem services.

The full report is available from the UKNEA website: http://
uknea.unep-wcmc.org/ Further information is available from 
Defra www.defra.gov.uk/news/2011/06/02/hidden-value-of-
nature-revealed/ and the ECI website: www.eci.ox.ac.uk/news/
articles/110602-nea.php

UKCIP has updated its look to mark the start of a new 
stage of work following the end of its contract with Defra 
on 30 September 2011. 

The new look reflects changes to UKCIP’s organisation, name 
and funding – it is no longer called the UK Climate Impacts 
Programme, but is now simply known by the acronym, UKCIP.
From 1 October 2011, the Environment Agency became the 
Government’s delivery body in England for advice on climate 
adaptation and for helping key sectors build resilience to the 
impacts expected from climate change. The Environment Agency 
replaces and builds on the activity that has been delivered 
by UKCIP since 1997. Under an agreement between the 
Environment Agency and the University of Oxford, UKCIP will 
continue to work as a delivery partner with the Environment 
Agency to ensure the continued provision of resources, support 
and guidance on adaptation until March 2012.

UKCIP will continue to build on their stakeholder-focussed work, 
based on their experience of working with many organisations 
in the UK and abroad, and supported by a range of partners. All 
UKCIP’s existing tools and resources will continue to be available 
free online via their website. 

More information is available 
from the UKCIP website: www.
ukcip.org.uk/ 

Scientists create global map of religious forests to protect 
biodiversity hotspots

Update on the future of 
adaptation delivery in the UK

Dr Pam Berry

upon previous work undertaken in collaboration with Alliance of 
Religions and Conservation (ARC) and collaboration has begun 
with another similar project, SANASI, in order to spearhead an 
evidence-based approach that identifies and assesses all religious 
forests, including those managed by much smaller groups.

Dr Bhagwat said, “We urgently need to map this vast network of 
religious forests, sacred sites and other community-conserved 

areas to understand their role in biodiversity 
conservation. Such mapping can also allow 
the custodian communities, who have 
protected these sites for generations, to 
secure their legal status.”

More information is available from the 
University of Oxford website: www.ox.ac.
uk/media/news_stories/2011/110108.html

Hidden value of nature 
revealed in groundbreaking 
study

Dr Shonil Bhagwat
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Dr Matthias Fripp, NextEra Energy 
R e s o u rc e s  R e s e a rc h  Fe l l ow 
in  Renewable  Energ y  at  the 
Environmental Change Institute, 
took part in a live debate on The 
Economist website. 

Dr Fripp defended the motion ‘This house 
believes that subsidising renewable energy 
is a good way to wean the world off fossil 
fuels’. His opponent was Professor Robert 
L. Bradley Jr, Founder and chief executive officer, Institute for 
Energy Research.

For more information on the debate, and to view the results, 
see The Economist website: www.economist.com/debate/debates/
overview/217

Earlier in the year, Professor David Banister, Professor of 
Transport Studies and Director of the Transport Studies Unit, 
also participated in an online debate against Paul Everitt of the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders, over ‘Should there 
be a role for cars in a low-carbon future’. The debate was part 
of The Times’ Eureka Fight Club.  See the TSU website for more 
information: www.tsu.ox.ac.uk/news/guardianfightclub.pdf

The Ghosts of Gone Birds exhibition 
recently opened in the east end 
of London, with the aim of raising 
awareness of bird extinction 
through a series of multimedia 
exhibitions that breathe artistic 
life back into extinct bird species, 
by celebrating their diversity 
through paintings, sculpture, 
talks, poetry, installations and 
live music.  

School of Geography and the 
Environment staff, Rob St.John and 
Dr Paul Jepson, both wrote essays for 

the exhibition journal, discussing different aspects and definitions 
of extinction. Over 80 artists, writers and musicians contributed 
work to the project including, Sir Peter Blake, Ralph Steadman 
and Margaret Atwood. Each one adopted an extinct species for 
artistic interpretation.  

Ghosts of Gone Birds raised money and awareness for BirdLife 
International’s Preventing Extinctions programme and the 
exhibition ran until 23rd November at Rochelle School, Arnold 
Circus, Shoreditch, London E2 7ES.

Professor the Lord Foster of 
Thames Bank OM, Humanitas 
Visiting Professor in Architecture 
and Visiting Professor in the School 
of Geography and the Environment, 
will deliver the Humanitas Visiting 
Professor in Architecture lecture, 
entitled ‘Heritage and Lessons’, on 28 
November 2011 at the Saïd Business 
School.

Lord Foster’s lecture will be followed on 
Tuesday 29 November by a symposium convened by the School 
of Geography and the Environment and chaired by Professor 
David Banister, Professor of Transport Studies and Director of 
the Transport Studies Unit.  The title of the symposium is ‘The 
Future of Airport Capacity’ and contributors will include experts 
in infrastructure, environment and planning. 

‘Heritage and Lessons’ - Humanitas Visiting Professor in 
Architecture Lecture and Symposium

‘Ghosts of Gone Birds’ Online debates

Professor the Lord 
Foster of Thames 
Bank OM

Dr Matthias Fripp

Professor the Lord Foster of Thames Bank OM is one of the most 
important architects practising in the world today. He is Chairman 
and founder of Foster + Partners, based in London, with project 
offices worldwide. Over the past four decades the practice has 
pioneered a sustainable approach to architecture and ecology 
through a strikingly wide range of work, from urban masterplans, 
public infrastructure, airports, civic and cultural buildings, offices 
and workplaces to private houses and product design. He became 
the 21st Pritzker Architecture Prize Laureate in 1999 and was 
awarded the Praemium Imperiale Award for Architecture in 2002. 
In 2009, he became the 29th Laureate of the prestigious Prince 
of Asturias award for the Arts.
  
More information is available from the Humanities Division website: 
www.humanities.ox.ac.uk/events/humanitas/architecture_-_lord_
foster

http://www.eci.ox.ac.uk/people/frippmatthias.php
http://www.economist.com/debate/debates/overview/217
http://www.economist.com/debate/debates/overview/217
http://www.tsu.ox.ac.uk/people/dbanister.html
http://www.tsu.ox.ac.uk/news/guardianfightclub.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/ghostsofgonebirds?sk=wall
http://www.geog.ox.ac.uk/staff/rstjohn.html
http://www.geog.ox.ac.uk/staff/pjepson.html
http://www.tsu.ox.ac.uk/people/dbanister.html
http://www.tsu.ox.ac.uk/people/dbanister.html
http://www.humanities.ox.ac.uk/events/humanitas/architecture_-_lord_foster
http://www.humanities.ox.ac.uk/events/humanitas/architecture_-_lord_foster


www.geog.ox.ac.uk

Issue 4: Michaelmas 2011 eSoGE News

‘Climate Change, Deforestation and the Future of African 
Rainforests’ - International Conference, 4-6 January 2012

‘Progress and integration in desert research’ – 2nd Oxford 
Interdisciplinary Desert Conference, 29-30 March 2012

Following the successful 1st Oxford Interdisciplinary 
Desert Conference in 2010, the School will host the 
2nd Oxford Interdisciplinary Desert Conference in 
2012 with the aim of bringing together UK resear-
chers interested in dryland people and environments. 

The goal is to stimulate de-
bate and collaboration across 
academic departments, share 
knowledge and expand desert 
paradigms. With the theme of 
‘Progress and integration in 
desert research’ we look for-
ward to papers and discussion that bring together the diffe-
rent approaches and perspectives applied to desert research. 
The conference takes place 29-30 March 2012, with an op-
tional field trip on ‘T.E. Lawrence’s Oxford’ on the afternoon 
of the 28 March.

In January 2012, the Oxford Centre for Tropical Forests 
is hosting an international conference that provides a 
multidisciplinary examination of the fate of African 
tropical forests in the 21st century. 

At a time of increased global 
interest in the future of tropical 
forests, the conference is intended 
to be a key international event that 
synthesises existing knowledge 
and fosters creative thinking and 
collaboration on the future of this 
important region. 

The conference will be held at Oriel College, Oxford, and 
aims to synthesise a scientific and authoritative summary of 

scientific insights into the future of African tropical forests, 
which will then be disseminated to a wider audience as an 
evidence base to inform decision-making. The Oxford Centre 
for Tropical Forests, based in the Environmental Change 

Institute (ECI) and the Oxford 
Martin School, is a network of 
Oxford University departments and 
neighbouring NGOs, consultancies 
and businesses in the Oxford area. 
The centre is led by Professor 
Yadvinder Malhi, Professor of 
Ecosystem Science at the School 
of Geography and the Environment.

For more information and to register please see the conference 
website at: www.eci.ox.ac.uk/africa/

The conference will highlight the multiple disciplines that 
work in desert environments and will present original rese-
arch combinations from social and natural scientists working 
in shared topics or environments over different dimensions 
and timescales. We look forward to session presentations 

in fields from across the social 
and physical sciences inclu-
ding, Archaeology, Geography, 
Earth Sciences, and Internatio-
nal Relations through History, 
Anthropology, Development 
and Zoology. We also invite de-
sert perspectives from beyond 

academia regarding NGO / business / government views that 
make use of, and fund, academic study or have major dryland 
impacts. 

For more information and to register please see the con-
ference website at: www.geog.ox.ac.uk/news/events/deserts/
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Dr Dustin Garrick joined the School in June 2011 as a re-
searcher in the Oxford Water Futures Programme. He 
holds a PhD in Geography (University of Arizona) and 
Master’s degree in Environmental Science and Policy 
(Columbia University). 

Dr Garrick specialises in comparative water policy 
and economic analysis. His research examines the ef-
fectiveness of policy responses to climate variability 
in water-scarce transboundary rivers. This research 
applies concepts and methods of institutional econo-
mics and draws heavily on the Institutional Analysis 
and Development Framework developed by Elinor 
Ostrom and colleagues.

Dr Garrick has a decade of experience at the interfa-
ce of water research and practice. Before coming to 
Oxford, he was a Fulbright Scholar in Australia (2010-2011), 
where his research examined water trading and river basin go-
vernance in the Murray-Darling Basin. He maintains an active 
water policy and economics research programme in Australia 
and is a research associate with the Centre for Water Eco-
nomics, Environment and Policy at Australia National Univer-
sity. Past research has developed and tested interdisciplinary 

‘Water Security, Risk and Society’ – International Water Security 
Conference, 16-18 April 2012

Spotlight on new research – Dr Dustin Garrick joins the Oxford 
Water Futures Programme

Water security is a defining challen-
ge for society in the 21st century. The 
ancient struggle to cope with access 
to water and the effects of floods and 
droughts is now magnified by complex 
and uncertain processes of global chan-
ge to societies, economies and climate 
at multiple scales. 

Water security refers to societal goals of spe-
cific water outcomes, for example ensuring 
reliable access to particular water quantity 
and quality for people, agriculture, industry 
and ecosystems, as well as a tolerable level 
of risk of unpredictable water-related events, 
such as floods and droughts. This goal neces-
sarily cuts across scales from individual access 
to safe drinking water and sanitation facilities, 
to local water service providers for various 
uses, to transboundary river basins, and to 
regional and global water fluxes.

frameworks for water policy and economic evaluation. His PhD 
dissertation evaluated a water rights trading programme in the 
Columbia Basin (U.S.A.). He also served as a project manager 
for three years on an award-winning knowledge exchange pro-
gramme focused on the integration of climate change informa-

tion into water resource planning and drought mana-
gement in the Colorado River Basin.

Current research and engagement activities contri-
bute to the Oxford Water Security Initiative led by 
Professors David Grey and Jim Hall. He is co-organi-
sing the April 2012 international conference Water 
Security, Risk and Society.  He is also the lead orga-
nizer for a special pre-conference workshop on Wa-
ter Security and Federal Rivers.  The workshop will 
convene experts in transboundary river management 
from the world’s large federal states.  The workshop 

will elaborate a comparative framework and develop case stu-
dies on the socio-political and economic dimensions of water 
security in federal rivers.  In 2012, Dr Garrick will advance pro-
jects in Australia and Spain focused on socioeconomic aspects 
of water reallocation (Australia) and the institutional econo-
mics of river basin management (Spain).

Dr Dustin Garrick

The conference will convene leading scientists and members of 
industry and government to advance the water security agen-
da and build partnerships across theory, policy and practice. It 
seeks to advance scientific inquiry and inform policy choices 
by developing an evidence base on the status of and pathways 
to water security in terms of multiple risks, scales, and actors. 
It also aims to address water security challenges in developed 
and developing countries and regions, by seeking to identify and 
elucidate global interdependencies between different socio-
economic and cultural contexts.

A pre-conference workshop on ‘Water Security and Federal 
Rivers’ will be held immediately prior to the conference on 15 
- 16 April at Magdalen College, Oxford.

For more information and to register please see the conference 
website at: www.geog.ox.ac.uk/watersecurity/
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The theme of the 2011 Linacre 
Lectures was Professor Sir John 
Beddington’s “Perfect Storm” idea. 

Professor Beddington’s “Perfect Storm” 
scenario contends that the world is at 
significant risk of facing multiple interac-
ting environmental and natural resource 
challenges by 2030 based on the interac-
tion and cross-amplification of emerging 
food, water and energy shortages, which, on reaching a critical 
threshold, could lead to public unrest, cross-border conflicts 
and mass migration. Professor Beddington is the Chief Science 
Advisor to the UK Government.

The 2011 Linacre Lectures, which were held during Hilary 
Term (January - March 2011), began with a panel discussion 
on ‘Cancun COP16: A beacon of hope re-ignited?’ and featu-

vestors. For more information and copies of 
the talks from the 2011 event please see the 
conference website at: www.geog.ox.ac.uk/
news/events/110922/ 

The 2012 Allianz–Oxford Conference will be 
held from the 27 - 28 September 2012. Please see the 2012 
conference website for more information: www.geog.ox.ac.uk/
news/events/120927/ 

O v e r  2 3  -  2 5 
September  2011 
the School hosted 
the International 
B i o g e o g r a p h y 
S o c i e t y ’s  E a r l y 
Career “Advances 
in Biogeography” 
Conference. 

The conference focussed 
on current postgraduate students, and those who have recently 
completed their doctorates, who were interested in biogeography 
topics. The aim was to provide a forum in which early career 

‘Advances in Biogeography’ - International Biogeography Society 
Early Career Conference, September 2011

2011 Allianz-Oxford Pensions Conference
The 2011 Allianz-Oxford Pensions Con-
ference, ‘Pension Challenges in the New 
Normal: Risk – Investment – Design – 
Regulation’, was hosted by the School 
over 22 - 23 September 2011. 

The conference was organised by Professor Gordon L. Clark, 
Halford Mackinder Professor of Geography, and Dorothee 
Franzen, DPhil candidate, in association with Allianz Global In-

biogeographers had an opportunity to present and discuss 
their work through formal oral and poster presentations, and 
to encourage the formation of informal peer-to-peer networks 
through evening mixer events which were also attended by IBS 
board members and other senior scientists. There were also 
four keynote talks by professional covering a range of career 
stages and topics, as well as a science-writing workshop open 
to all attendees that was led by Professor Robert J. Whittaker, 
Professor of Biogeography at the School and Editor-in-Chief of 
the Journal of Biogeography.

For more information, copies of the talks and photos from the 
event please see the conference website at: www.biogeography.
org/html/Meetings/2011Oxford/

red lectures by leading scientists including 
Lester R. Brown, President, Earth Policy 
Institute, Washington DC, Professor Da-
vid Grey, Visiting Professor in Water Poli-
cy at the School, Professor Angela McLean, 
Co-Director, Institute for Emerging Infec-
tions, Oxford, Dr Simon Stuart, Chair of 
the Species Survival Commission, Interna-
tional Union for Conservation of Nature, 
and Visiting Professor, University of Bath, 

Professor Tim Lang, City University London, and Professor Paul 
Ekins, Energy Institute, University College London. The series 
culminated in a question and answer panel session.

The Linacre Lectures are supported by Tetra Laval and organi-
sed by Linacre College and the Environmental Change Institute. 
Further information and podcasts of the lectures are available 
from the ECI website: www.eci.ox.ac.uk/news/events/linacre11/  

‘Riding the Perfect Storm’ - 2011 Linacre Lectures
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Does shifting carbon use efficiency determine the 
growth rates of intact and disturbed tropical forests? 
Gathering new evidence from African forests
Professor Yadvinder Malhi. Financial support from NERC; 
2011-2014. 

Oxford climate research network stakeholder engage-
ment initiative
Professor Myles Allen. Financial support from the John Fell 
Fund, University of Oxford; 2011-2014. 

Transport and accessibility in low income communities in the 
Recife metropolitan region
Dr Karen Lucas in collaboration with the University of Per-
nambuco, Brazil. Financial support from Brazilian National 
Science Research Council; 2011-2014. 

TranSENDaNC: Transport and social exclusion: new direc-
tions and national comparisons
Dr Karen Lucas and Dr Tim Schwanen in collaboration with 
the University of Ghent, Belgium and the Universidad de Con-
cepción, Chile. Financial support from EU Marie Curie Interna-
tional Researcher Exchange Scheme (IRSES); 2011-2014. 

Professor David Thomas, 
Professor of Geography 
(pictured, on left), was 
awarded the Farouk El-
Baz award of the Geologi-
cal Society of America for 
significantly advancing the 
field of desert research. 
Professor Thomas has also 
recently been elected Ho-

norary Professor at the University of Cape Town, for a further 
five years from December 2011.

Professor Diana Liverman, Visiting Professor in Environmental 
Policy and Development, was awarded the AAG Distinguished 
Scholarship Honours at the 2011 Annual Meeting

Professor Linda McDowell, Professor of Human Geography, 
has been elected as a member of the Council of the British 
Academy for a three year period from September 2011.

Professor Rob Whittaker, Professor of Biogeography, has been 
admitted as a Fellow of the Society of Biology. He was also 
elected a foreign correspondent member of the Academy of 
Sciences of Lisbon in July 2011.

Dr Tom Thornton, Course Director of the MSc in Environ-
mental Change and Management, was awarded second place in 
the 2011 Julian Steward Award by the Anthropology and Envi-
ronment Section of the American Anthropological Association 
for his book Being and Place Among the Tlingit.

Professor Edmund Penning-Rowsell, Visiting Research Asso-
ciate, honoured with the Back Award for research contributing 
to national and international flood policy

James Macmillen, Research Fellow in Sustainable Urban Fu-
tures at the Transport Studies Unit, was awarded the 2011 
Brettschneider Award which funded a week-long visit to Cor-
nell University in New York.

Dr Jack Langton, Emeritus Research Fellow, has been awarded 
an honorary doctorate by the University of Uppsala, which will 
be conferred in January 2012.

Chang Liu (St John’s College), who graduated in 2010, has 
won 3rd prize in the Royal Geographical Society’s Rural Geo-
graphy Research Group undergraduate dissertation prize. His 
dissertation title was “From the household responsibility sys-
tem to the present: economic differentiation between rural 
households in Xiaotan village, Inner Mongolia.”

Recent awards

Recent major research grants
i-Coast - Integrated Coastal Systems
Professor Jim Hall. Financial support from NERC; 2012-2016. 

Besafe - Biodiversity and ecosystem services: argu-
ments for our future environment
Dr Paula Harrison and Dr Pam Berry. Financial support from 
the European Commission; 2011-2015. 

Diaspora youth: economic disadvantage, the construction of 
masculinity and inter-group relations
Professor Linda McDowell in collaboration with the Oxford 
International Migration Institute as part of the Oxford Diaspo-
ras Programme. Financial support from the Leverhulme Trust; 
2011-2015. 

Geocarbons - An operational integrated global carbon 
observation and analysis system
Professor Yadvinder Malhi. Financial support from the Europe-
an Commission; 2011-2014. 

Long term dynamics of interdependent infrastructure 
systems
Dr Nick Eyre. Financial support from EPSRC; 2011-2015. 

Continued on next page....
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Recently completed DPhil students
Csaba Burger – Occupational pensions in Germany – an econo-
mic geography. Supervisor: Professor Gordon L. Clark

Dominique Chaput – Structure, diversity and metabolic profile 
of lithobiontic communities inhabiting exposed arctic granite: a mole-
cular microbial ecology approach. Supervisors: Professor Heather 
Viles and Prof. A. Whiteley (Centre for Ecology and Hydrology)

Murat Erdal – The making of sovereignty through changing pro-
perty / land rights and the contestation of authority in Cyprus. Super-
visors: Dr Ali Rogers and Dr Y. Navaro-Yashin (Cambridge)	

Andrew Foxall – The geopolitics of ethnic relations in Russia: eth-
nic Russian and non-ethnic Russian citizens in Stavropol’skii Krai.
Supervisor: Professor Judith Pallot

Cecile Girardin – Ecosystem carbon dynamics from Andes to 
Amazon. Supervisors: Professor Yadvinder Malhi and Professor 
Robert J. Whittaker

Taylor Gray – A corporate geography of Canada: governance and 
networks. Supervisor: Professor Gordon L. Clark

Elizabeth Jeffers – The dynamics of ecosystem processes over 
successional time scales: plant population responses to environmental 
change and their feedback effects on ecosystem functioning.
Supervisors: Prof K Willis and Dr M Bonsall (Zoology, Oxford)

Danae Maniatis	 – Methodologies for measuring aboveground bio-
mass in the Congo basin forest in a UNFCCC REDD+ context.
Supervisor: Professor Yadvinder Malhi

Lisa Mol – Sandstone weathering, electrical resistivity tomography, 
and the deterioration of San rock art in the Golden Gate Highlands 
National Park, South Africa. Supervisor: Professor Heather Viles

Kamakshi Mubarak – Everyday networks, politics and inequa-
lities in post-tsunami recovery: fisher livelihoods in south Sri Lanka.
Supervisors: Dr Patricia Daley and Dr Craig Jeffrey

Goranij Nonejuie – An analysis of the role of dynamic Partici-
patory Geographical Information Systems (PGIs) in supporting diffe-
rent water stakeholders in Rayong Basin, Thailand. Supervisor: Dr 
Rachael McDonnell

Bernardo Cesar Peredo – Forest governance and development: 
meandering paradigms in the Bolivian lowlands. Supervisors: Pro-
fessor Diana Liverman and Dr Tom Thornton	

Ameyali Ramos Castillo – Water governance in San Cristobal 
de las Casas, Chiapas, Mexico. Supervisor: Professor Diana Liver-
man

Joel Scriven – Markets and payments for ecosystem services: 
engaging REDD+ on Peru’s Amazonian frontier. Supervisors: Pro-
fessor Diana Liverman and Professor Yadvinder Malhi

Erika Trigoso Rubio – Spatial characterization of vulnerability to 
climate change impacts in Puno, Peru. Supervisor: Professor Diana 
Liverman

Royd Vinya – Stem hydraulic architecture and xylem vulnerability 
to cavitation for Miombo woodland canopy tree species. Supervi-
sors: Professor Yadvinder Malhi and Dr N. Brown (Plant Scien-
ces, Oxford)

Eco-renovation: technology transfer events
Jo Hamilton. Financial support from Oxford City Council; 
2011-2013. 

Examining the bioprotection value of plants and spe-
cies on rocks and man made intertidal structures and 
to make pratical recommendations for their use
Professor Heather Viles. Financial support from the Esmee 
Fairbairn Charitable Trust; 2011-2013. 

Fixing futures? Towards a comparative analysis of edu-
cated unemployed youth politics
Dr Craig Jeffrey. Financial support from the John Fell Fund, 
University of Oxford; 2011-2013. 

Modelling the relationships between transport poverty and 
social disadvantage
Dr Karen Lucas. Financial support from ESRC; 2011-2013. 

New and emerging technologies - Smart Water Systems Phase 
2
Dr Rob Hope. Financial support from DfID; 2011-2013. 

Merseytravel neighbourhood travel teams evaluation study
Dr Karen Lucas. Financial support from the Merseytravel 
Passenger Transport Authority; 2011-2012.

Recent major research grants (cont’d)
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 Thomas, D.S.G. (ed.) (2011) Arid Zone Geomorphology: 
Process, Form and Change in Drylands, 3rd Edition. 
Wiley, 648 pp. ISBN: 9780470519080.

 Wójcik, D. (2011) The Global Stock Market: Issuers, 
investors and intermediaries in an uneven world. 
Oxford University Press. 224 pp. ISBN: 978-0-19-
959218-0.

Gregory, K.J. and Goudie, A.S. (eds.) (2011) The SAGE 
Handbook of Geomorphology, SAGE. 610 pp. ISBN: 
9781412929059.

 

Richardson, K., Steffen, W. and Liverman, D. (2011) 
Climate Change: Global risks, challenges and 
decisions, Cambridge University Press, 501 pp. ISBN: 
9780521198363.

Recent books ...

Other recent publications ...

Recent publications

Akimov, A. and Banister, D. (2011) Urban public transport in 
Post-Communist transition: the case of Tashkent, Uzbekistan. 
Comparative Economic Studies, 53: 1-35.
Akyelken, N. (2011) Distance in the existence of political 
pathologies: rationalized transport policies and trade. In, Button, K. 
and A. Reggiani (eds.) Transportation and Economic Development 
Challenges, Edward-Elgar, 264 pp. ISBN: 9781849801676.
Akyelken, N. (2011) Review of: McKinnon, A., Cullinane, S., Browne, 
M. and Whiteing, A. (2010) The Economic Geography of the UK. 
Sage, London. Transport Reviews.
Akyelken, N. (2011) Review of: McKinnon, A., Cullinane, S., 
Browne, M. and Whiteing, A. (2010) Green Logistics: Improving 
the environmental sustainability of logistics. Kogan Page Limited, 
London. Transport Reviews, 31(4): 547-548.
Alexander, B., Hubers, C., Schwanen, T., Dijst, M. and Ettema, D. 
(2011) Anything, anywhere, anytime? Developing measurement 
instruments to assess the spatial and temporal fragmentation of 
activities. Environment and Planning B: Planning and Design, 38(4): 
678-705.
Anable, J., Brand, C., Tran, M. and Eyre, N. (in press, 2011) Modelling 
transport energy demand: A socio-technical approach. Energy Policy.
Anderson, M.G., Holcombe, E.A., Blake, J., Ghesquiere, F., Holm-
Nielsen, N. and Fisseha, T. (2011) Reducing landslide risk in 
communities: evidence from the Eastern Caribbean. Applied 
Geography, 31(2): 590-599.
Arvizu, D., Bruckner, T., Edenhofer, O., Estefen, S., Faaij, A., Fischedick, 
M., Hiriart, G., Hohmeyer, O., Hollands, K.G.T., Huckerby, J., Kadner, 
S., Killingtveit, Å., Kumar, A., Lewis, A., Lucon, O., Matschoss, P., 
Maurice, L., Mirza, M., Mitchell, C., Moomaw, W., Moreira, J., Nilsson, 
L.J., Nyboer, J., Pichs-Madruga, R., Sathaye, J., Sawin, J., Schaeffer, R., 
Schei, T., Schlömer, S., Seyboth, K., Sims, R., Sinden, G., Sokona, Y., von 
Stechow, C., Steckel, J., Verbruggen, A., Wiser, R., Yamba, F., Zwickel, 
T. (2011) Technical Summary. In, Edenhofer, O., Pichs-Madruga, 
R., Sokona, Y., Seyboth, K., Matschoss, P., Kadner, S., Zwickel, T., 
Eickemeier, P., Hansen, G., Schlömer, S. and C. von Stechow (eds.) 
IPCC Special Report on Renewable Energy Sources and Climate 
Change Mitigation, Cambridge University Press.
Atkinson, O.A.C. , Thomas, D.S.G. , Goudie, A.S. and Bailey, 
R.M. (2011) Late Quaternary chronology of major dune ridge 

development in the northeast Rub’ al-Khali, United Arab 
Emirates. Quaternary Research, 76(1): 93-105. 
Banister, D. (2011) The trilogy of distance, speed and time. Journal 
of Transport Geography, 19(4): 950-959.
Banister, D., Anderton, K., Bonilla, D., Givoni M. and Schwanen 
T. (2011) Transportation and the environment. Annual Review of 
Environment and Resources, 36: 247-270.
Banister, D. and Hickman, R. (2011) Low-carbon transport in a 
developed megalopolis: the case of London. In, Rothengatter, W., 
Hayashi, Y., Schade, W. (eds.) Transport Moving to Climate Intelligence. 
Springer, pp. 41-52, ISBN: 978-1-4419-7642-0.
Barlow, J., Ewers, R.M., Anderson, L., Aragao, L.E., Baker, T.R., Boyd, 
E., Feldpausch, T.R., Gloor, E., Hall, A. and Malhi, Y. (2011) Using 
learning networks to understand complex systems: a case study of 
biological, geophysical and social research in the Amazon. Biological 
Reviews, 86(2): 457-474.
Barua, M. (2011) Mobilizing metaphors: the popular use of 
keystone, flagship and umbrella species concepts. Biodiversity and 
Conservation.
Bates, A.J., Sadler, J.P., Fairbrass, A.J., Falk, S.J., Hale, J.D. and Matthews, 
T.J. (2011) Changing bee and hoverfly pollinator assemblages along 
an urban-rural gradient. PloS ONE, 6(8), e23459.
Bates, C. (2011) Experimenting with sociology: a view from the 
Outlook Tower. Sociological Research Online, 16(3).
Bergman, N. and Eyre, N. (2011) What role for microgeneration in 
a shift to a low carbon domestic energy sector in the UK? Energy 
Efficiency, 4(3): 335-353.
Berry, P.M. (2011) Integrating biodiversity conservation in to 
other mitigation and adaptation activities: how to build synergistic 
outcomes that benefit both. In, Richardson, K., Steffen, W. and 
D. Liverman (eds.) Climate Change: Global Risks, Challenges & 
Decisions, Cambridge University Press, pp. 439-441.
Berry, P. and Hopkins, J. (2011) England Synthesis. In, Watson, R. 
and Albon, S. (eds.) (2011) UK National Ecosystem Assessment: 
Synthesis of the Key Findings. UNEP-WCMC, Cambridge.
Bhagwat, S.A., Dudley, N. and Harrop, S.R. (2011) Religious 
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